ANDROCLES AND THE LION

I defy anyone to make out a convincing case for believing that
the world has been any better than it would have been if there
had never been a judge, a prison, or a gallows in it all that time.
We have simply added the misery of punishment to the misery
of crime, and the cruelty of the judge to the cruelty of the crimi-
nal, We have taken the bad man, and made him worse by torture
and degradation, incidentally making ourselves worse in the
process. It does not seem very sensible, does it? It would have
been far easier to kill him as kindly as possible, or to label him
and leave him to his conscience, or to treat him as an invalid or
a lunatic is now treated (it is only of late years, by the way, that
madmen have been delivered from the whip, the chain, and the
cage); and this, I presume, is the form in which the teaching of
Jesus could have been put into practice.

JESUS ON MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY

When we come to marriage and the family, we find Jesus
making the same objection to that individual appropriation of
human beings which is the essence of matrimony as to the indi-
vidual appropriation of wealth. A married man, he said, will try
to please his wife, and a married woman to please her husband,
instead of doing the work of God. This is another version of
"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." Eighteen
hundred years later we find a very different person from Jesus,
Talleyrand to wit, saying the same thing. A married man with a
family, said Talleyrand, will do anything for money. Now this,
though not a scientifically precise statement, is true enough to
be a moral objection to marriage. As long as a man has a right to
risk his life or his livelihood for his ideas he needs only courage
and conviction to make his integrity unassailable. But he forfeits
that right when he marries. It took a revolution to rescue Wagner
from his Court appointment at Dresden; and his wife never for-
gave him for being glad and feeling free when he lost it and threw
her back into poverty. Millet might have gone on painting pot-
boiling nudes to the end of his life if his wife had not been of a
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